WIXFORD PARISH COUNCIL

A member of the Warwickshire and West Midlands Association of Local Council

Planning Inspectorate: email ArrowValleySolar@planninginspectorte.gov.uk
In response to the Scoping Consultation Ref EN0110033
We appreciate this response falls outside the statutory deadline, but would ask this be

forwarded to the applicant for information and publishing, and acknowledge this will be
treated as a late response.

Mrs C Ashford (Parish Clerk/RFO) C)x%é{vﬂé/ 05/05/2026
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ARROW VALLEY SOLAR

A proposed project to install 500MW of electricity generation via solar panels located in areas of
Warwickshire and Worcestershire with proximity to the river arrow valley. A scoping document
has been issued and there have been a number of presentations given in the affected villages .
Below are the comments from Wixford Parish Council, one of the affected villages.

STRATEGY-LOCATION

When we first heard of this proposal we tried to establish why this location was chosen . At one
of the village presentations a question was asked and the response was that it was chosen
because of the proximity to a 400KV sub-station at Feckenham . This is a very weak response
as there are many 400kV sub-stations on theNational Grid , if that was the only criterion there
are numerous possible sites in theUK .

This selected site has some very significant negatives :-

(1) Panels would be sited on BMV ( best and most versatile ) agricultural land - the land in the
Arrow valley footprint being the alluvial floodplain along the Arrow and Avon valleys is likely to
contain significant BMV. In May 2024 a written Ministerial Statement confirmed that solar
developers should preferentially use brownfield sites, industrial land and then poorer quality
agricultural land and only use BMV land where there is a compelling reason In addition
developers should demonstrate that they have considered all of the alternatives ( brownfield etc.
) before proposing BMV land We have seen no evidence that alternatives have been considered
and if they have the developer should produce this evidence

(2) The area is rich in heritage assets . Ragley Hall is a Grade | listed building surrounded by
Capability Brown parkland which is Grade Il listed along with structures within it . The setting of

Mrs C Ashford, Parish Clerk/RFO  email: clerk@wixford-pc.gov.uk Tel: 07484 897215



mailto:clerk@wixford-pc.gov.uk

WIXFORD PARISH COUNCIL

A member of the Warwickshire and West Midlands Association of Local Council

these assets would be greatly harmed by the proposed solar farm. In addition , this is
Shakespeare country with many of the villages affected by this proposal appearing in his
writings . This makes the area very attractive for tourism which would be negatively impacted by
fields covered in panels

( 3 ) The proposal will increase the flood risk for the villages close to the scheme . Many villages
in this area already have a significant flood risk and some have had serious flooding in recent
years . Recent research has shown that solar farms can increase run-off and downstream flood
risk through compaction during construction and the altered hydrology due to the presence of
panels

(4 ) The proposal requires a substantial battery storage system ( BESS ) for viability . The
location of this BESS has not yet been finalized . However , the BESS ,wherever it is sited
,represents a major fire hazard due to the possibility of a Lithium-lon thermal runaway . A proper
emergency response plan will be required which against the background of reducing rural fire
brigade capability will present a challenge

( 5) Due to the dispersed nature of the proposal more than ten separate villages and towns will
be involved in either the installation or operation of the scheme or both . Residents of these
villages will suffer considerable disruption in both the installation phase which could last

for a significant period and when the scheme is in operation . Other than the fact that the village
will be supporting the move to green energy , these residents will see no direct benefit . Indeed
on the contrary they will see negative movements in house prices , loss of visual attractiveness
of the area , footpaths taken out of use and general industrialisation of their green and pleasant
land . The developer is offering a Community Benefit Fund but this would be of little
compensation to residents who will see their whole environment change significantly and in
some cases will be unable to sell their houses due to planning blight.

SUMMARY

This proposal has so many negatives that it is difficult to believe that it has been developed
against a strategic framework . It is using valuable agricultural land with no evidence that any
alternatives have been examined , it will harm heritage assets and damage tourism . It will
increase the flood risk for villages in the area and present a fire hazard which may be outside
the capability of the local fire brigades . Finally it will cause at least four years of disruption in
many of the local villages with no obvious long term gain for those residents . This proposal
resembles a “force-fit” to a major land owner's requirements rather than a proposal that matches
the communities needs.

Submitted on behalf of Wixford Parish Council
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